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|
improvisations
Note
after the snow fell
The number grid verse of this book .
is based on a number grid having essay on castle mountain
eight double slots, numbered portrait of my mother the fox
one to eight, and one terminal re spences bridge
single slot, numbered nine. Each at spences bridge
slot normally holds one word. . s
The number grid is, like the la téte nouvelle de mimi mandel
haiku and other poetic metres, re craft fetichism
a device of counting. It can re caterina loverso’s tatiana

be arranged in stacks of two,
three, or four grids, with obvious
contrapuntal possibilities.

things I’ve noticed about gail
listening to evette levesque

re evette levesque

remembering the nineteen-forties

re paula anderson
and the colonization of women

the colonization of florence steed

at the forbidden plateau

self portrait

re myrna kostash

answering john stuart mill

re pauline boote, activist, ex-potter

re nino gramsci

re the names of harbours and mountains
re the names of mountains

a vision of whooping cranes

the theatre of the absurd of adrienne clarkson
ceci n’est pas une pamplemousse

re ponziopilatismo

memo to sylvia vance

re the faces of doom every evening

re elizabeth the second of england as leader
of the peoples of the commonwealth

re the haiku as analog methodology
the snow storm on april 21, 1976




constructions

concerning beautiful people
meditation on the godfathers

at agamemnon’s tomb

peter kent smiles beautifully

les colonels sont toujours trés polis
in memory of george price

the women of trachis

re the blue jays of april fifteen
hokku times three

norman yates

putting one environment around another
bessai topology

returning to square one

improvisations




atter the snow fell

november

nineteenth

at

the

trapped
cherry

hanging

down

by

the

hair

crotch

WN =

twenth-sixth
seventy-seven
0937

hours
night’s
Snow
in
the
head
caught
the
feet
branch
his
gilding
the

after
absalom

choke

in
beautiful

tree’s



essay on castle mountain

one
for
the
mountain
IS

9 castle
easy
spell
an
or

9 shelter
a
1S
primordial
the
englishman’s

9 castle
which
that
RCMP
hence

hostility

9 and

—_

WN —

reason
calling
well-known
mountain
its
old
that
the
fairly
to
— it
is
emblem
symbol
ancestral
image
castle
the
private
place
old
byword
home
is
means
the
cannot
reach
the
never
between
the

castle
name

word

also
archetype

of

hence
an

his

there
ending

RCMP

the

system.
was
morning

still

RCMP

knocked

my

door.

asked.

the

they

shouted.

you

search

No,

just

get

a

because

the

don’t

all

reasonable

-—

WN =

WN =

WN =

castle
It
early
one
and
the
up
when
on
castle
Who's
there,
We
are,
RCMP,
open
Have
a
warrant,
I
they
said
haven’t
bothered
warrant
we’re
RCMP
the
need
a
we
need

beautiful
moon

the

said

up,

asked.
we

to

RCMP

warrant

is
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9

9

suspicion

reasonable

I

this

drug-pushers
said.

This
my
are

said
rectangular
faced
of
intelligence
was
ethical
in
typical
to
of
He

and

him.

-_—

WN =

WN =

what’s

suspicion,
asked
we
castle’s
full
and
WOrse,
is
castle,
said.
But
not
an
a
corporal,
man
marked
but
whose
scarred
by
sensibility
often
visitors
museums
instruments
of
resented
my
my
castle

suspect
of

they

you
englishman,

a

mind
the

found

torture.
castle

resented

b-bingo
b-bongo
crash
b-bungo
rammed
door
which
o)
a
ancient
up
my
in
castle
the
and
rectal
and
search,
a
my

passion

WN =

WN =

b-bango
b-bungo
b-bingo
b-bango
crash
crunch:
down
my
wasn’t
much
burglar
stopper
feudal
monument
privacy.
They
family
the
courtyard
and
males
to
the
females
vaginal
as
result
of
youngest
daughter
was
to

b-bongo
they

castle

as
to

lined

subjected
rectal

to

which
whose

become
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9

9

nun
charged
obstructing
the
duty,
officer
of
law
with
which
as
was
found.
wife
clean
clean
clean
anchises
was
my
was
thrust

was

clean.

—

WN =

was
with
an
officer
performance
of
with
assaulting
the
and
resisting
arrest,
were
later
preposterous:
No
My
was
my
boys
my
girls
my
old
clean
castle
clean,
and
of
all,
said
to

his

an

charges
dismissed

evidence

were
were

father

dirtiest
I

be

The
however
mental
concerned
blamed
distress
on
castle
of
my
boy
play
at
with
sisters.)
to
and
their
procedures
the
of
and

of

pigs,

WN =

WN =

WN =

WN =

incident
left
scars
on
though
the
most
of
the
mentality
the
suspects.
second
youngest
wants
RCMP
his
My
complaints
an
official
the
RCMP
vis-a-vis
viciousness
traffickers
in
the

ever-growing
drug
addicts.

all
RCMP

the

(Now
deviant

to

led
investigation

justified

hard-drugs
number

Fascist
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muttered

old

anchises.

violated.

daughters
were

RCMP

with

me.

at

my
and

ruins
castle
sings
her
song
apollo
my
apollon

apollon

-

WN =

~ AWN =

-—

my
father
My
castle
My
sons
dishonoured
as
the
side
their
mother
I
am
on
all
flesh
blood.
In
of
my
my
kinswoman
mad
O
apollo
my
swallow
apollo
apollon
mon

was
and

they

against
mocked

sides

the
ancestral

cassandra

swallow
mon

apollon

portrat of my mother the fox

portrait
my
aged
a
is
my
mother-in-law,
she
alive?
eternity
death
my
mother
wise
woman
at
occasionally
given
up
and
IS
Do

tell

WN =

WN =

WN =

of
mother
ninety-two
years
vegetable
and
your
mother
is
still
I
complained
that
upon
of
my
a
enough
at
times
times
foolish
very
foolish
hope
become
vegetable.
The
holy,
said
you
mean

become
how

asked

to
the

father

but
and

had

grass
eternity.

to
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me,
replied,
turnips
grass
eternity.
at

the
of
father,
hireling
flesh

the
days

man
the

and

door
as
left
disappeared

cherry.

mother

WN =

WN =

WN =

that
are
saints.
is
holy,
I
know
funeral
my
I
retorted,
preacher
recited,
is
grass,
of
as
flower
thereof.
holy,
bellowed
slammed
the
he
and
into
the
Portrait
of
the
fox

The
repeated

that

all

and

Grass
eternity

kitchen

choke
my

become

vegetable.
how

your
mother-in-law.

holy,

away

WN =

And
is
mother,

asked
The

grass
she

said

4

6

8

my
is

looking



re spences bridge

P T R S S R o
if 1 god
asked 2 me
to 8 set
a
to 5 meet
him
wd 7 suggest
spences
9 there
is 1 hwy
no. 2 one
and 3  there
is
no. 5 eight
and
bridge 7 itself
there
9 the
canadian 1 national
railroad 2 and
there 3 is
the
pacific 5  railroad
there
the 7 thompson
river
9 there
is 1 the
nicola 2 river
and 3  valleys. ..
the
of 5 arrival
are
by 7 water
road

air

place

bridge

hwy
spences

is

canadian
is

and

possibilities
considerable

and

il spences bridge

they
turned
confluence
and
at

an
€normous
dump,
ashcan
sides
do

no

one
them
the
rivers
of
By

them

do

mean

gangs

in

trailers

WN =

WN =

WN =

have
the
of
the
the
nicola
spences
bridge
garbage
an
of
which
are
mountains.
not
blame
told
that
meeting
of
was
the
two
harmonic
I
not
merely
the
they
are
their
campers

thompson
rivers

into

the

them,

two
meeting

forms.

road
sleeping

and
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beside
cabin
the

looked
the
sky
in
greco’s
it
the
its
the
face
god
into
the
the
at
fresh
splashes
dried
sanitary

wagon

tumble-weeds

WN =

WN =

WN =

my
among
moon-struck
acacias
up
and
sky
was
el
toledo
was
as
full
moon
troubled
face
of
looking
the
garbage-can
garbage
can
garbage
can

horse-droppings
of

bird
shit
napkins
engine-oil
wheels
yellow

s tete nouvelle de mimi mandel

the
starved
of
I
(B
overhead
de
the
a
starved
neck
eyes
if
byzantine
with
the
was
mouth
of
jesus
mother
at
skull
and
skull
maker
ghost
accosted
beatrice’s
officer
condoms
dante’s
tins
alive
blossoming
shudder

WN =

WN =

WN =

new
face
mimi
mandel
la
téte
femme
poéte
jewish
the
the
eyes
cow
eyed
mouth
the
mary
christ’s
the
hair
the
hair
of
caesar
made
majestic
dead
virgil
knee
as
catch
breath

la

nouvelle

on

of

madonna

crucified

and

and

whose

at

if

and



re craft fetichism
|

tell
mathews
I

good

poets

WN =

7

9 first-and-foremost

and
such
to
who
we
9 what

we’ve
in
craftsmen
according
greatest

9 marxists,
I
lenin)
draw
intellectual

to

existentialization

—_

WN =

WN =

danny
that
always
felt
marxists
should)
are
craft
as
tangent
the
working
are —
marx
can
only
made —
potency
philosophers.
The
to
gramsci
of
all
cite
must
on
this
potential
in
its
and

(as
that

fetichists

classes
insisted

know

elite
(the

the

working-clas
order

their

iterina loverso’s tatiana

women
people,
supposed,
dedicated
by
the
government.

tatiana
thought

years

write

—

—

are
mussolini
and
as
to
the
the
government
What
schucht
of
that
brother-in-law
gramsci
in
prison

(o) I &) N =N

such

government

for

took
nino
ten

to




wlening to evette levesque

things I’ve noticec about gail

B A SRR
the 1 laughing january 1 twenty-fifth
voice 2 of. nineteen 2  seventy-seven
I 3 suppose 0315 3  hrs.
there’s a evette levesque
pond 5 of came 5 to
frogs in supper last
her 7 belly night 7 complaining
not that of neglect.
9 gail We
osachoff 1  laughs coud 1 only
much 2 I answer 2 her
can’t 3  remember by 3 listening
her laughing to her
but 5 she almost 5  inaudible
has a self accounting
laughing 7 voice for 7 four
which is solid hours . . .
9 strange a
since 1 laughter recital 1 of
is 2 the heart-rending 2 anguish,
body 3  thinking it 3  was
and she as if
is b a the 5  naked
bird and human soul
has 7 the were 7  saying
strong bird’s its agnus
9 skeleton dei
the 1 bird’s qui 1 tollis
economy 2 of peccata 2  mundi
flesh 3 yet miserere 3  nobis
her voice and we
is b a were 5  god’s
laughing voice officers sub
despite 7 the pontio 7 pilato.
sad bones What was

totally
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insufferable
this:

smile

to

the

her

confession
a

appearing

to

darkness

WnN =

WN =

was
the
w hich
from
time
lighted
dark
body
like
moon
disappearing
and
be
extinguished
night
of

time
up

of

reappearing
in

adversary

M &

svette levesque

I
about
levesque
leucaemia
paranoia
her
unpardonable
b
c’est
said
sexual
raison,
forlorn

self

which
the

forces
into

love,

but

in

mind

N O

—_

N O

complained
to
evette
her
her
epilepsy
her
obsessive
beauty
her
juste,
eternity —
responsibilities —
vous
said
eternity —
pity
— the
disciplines
pitiless
stars
them
the
orbits
began
eternity
stopped
mouth
have
mind,
have
her

(62 F ~ V)

eternity

her

inwit

unrequited —

avez

her

justice

and

of

my

— 1
her

in




remembering the nineteen-forties

portrait
myself
twenty-nine
deaths
ears
9 any
friends
slave
a
find
was
9 cry
from
beach-full
herons
the
the
9 grave-digger
sea.
said
screaming
of
full

9 why

WN =

WN =

WN =

of
aged
with
ten
screaming
in
an
atheist
a
without
soul
trying
out
why
devastated
by
a
of
and
seagulls
wet
slap-slap
spade
of
Why,
eternity
at
me
an
abandoned
of
wasp

million
my

without

to

the

concerning

of

the

out
cook-house

nests,

don’t
invent
new
I
and
set
up
new
in
But
writing-skills,
you
can’t
think,
eternity
the
aircraft
false
creek,
bc.
of
portrait
twenty-nine

perod.

WN =

WN =

WN =

WN =

you
a
jesus?
and
will,
I
perhaps
I
a
church
an
abandoned
you
haven’t
you
can’t
even
said
mocking
me
deck
of
carrier
launched
vancouver,
Portrait
myself
aged
of
myself
going
on

perhaps
answered,

will

slaughter-house.
any

speak,

from
an

at

twenty-nine
aged

thirty,




re paula anderson and the colonization of women

9

9

her
english
intelligence

of

berkeley

bernard
shaw
itself
a
o)
sense
appalling
contradiction
thought
bodily
the
fanon
with
white
her
crowned
of

her

eyes

1
2
3

WN =

WN =

intelligence
the
of
thomas
john
locke
burke
butler
phrasing
in
body
of
rhetorical
that
ached
at
of
and
gesture
her
imagination
of
limbing
black
shadows
head
with
african
white
mahogany
medieval
eyes

hobbes
of

george

musk
the

the

imagination
frantz

figures

verticals
hair

the

of
abelard
teeth
teeth
bite
head
of
her
laughter
est
political
if
true
saw
sexual
episode
of
appearing
like
british
with
beads

expropriate

his

-—

WN =

logical
her
the
bright
of
heloise
off
the
atonement
countervailing
not
heloise’s
nor
hobbes’s
act
but
she
the
act
as
in
the
women
the
a
trader
petty
gifts
and
knives
vast
territories

white

to

rattlesnake

consummatum
basic

as

an

colonization

male

of

to

not



the colonization of florence steed

I
to
about
she
weird

9 colonization
of
in
anderson’s
weird,
weird —

9 eternity

has

eye
mrs

isn’t
9 priest
haunting

women,
the

mrs

9 mrs

WN =

WN =

complained
eternity
florence
steed
was
a
example
of
women
paula
sense
— it’s
everything’s
weird,
it
seems
an
for
steed
my
know
that
a
roman
after
hasn’t
charging
eye
lasciviously
celibate
steed,

I

that
really

the

weird,
eternity’s

that

god
eternity

catholic

of
elk —

began —

steed,
eternity,
a
a
style,
ontario
style,
eternity —
colonized
said
has
until
her
colonizing
stands
ishbel —
edith
adding
and
have
got
the

4propos

mary?

WN =

WN =

WN =

said
is
devoted
mother
model
wife —
I
asked
said
the
mrs
steed,
ala
frantz
become
the
colonized
mind
up
like
or
like
cavell,
interposed
what
you
to
say
colonization
of
the
blessed

and
ontario

— admittedly

I
fanon

colonizer

mount
mount

eternity,

about
women

virgin



at the forbidden plateau

portrait
myself
nineteen
standing
mt
9 death
by
which
in
there
was
9 tennessen’s
caddis
at
hrs
an
without
9 yourself
from
high
said
can

vancouver

9 port

POt TR LR ARl 7 ST B ]
1 of
2 aged
8 with
bruised ankles
5 on
top of
7 albert-edward
bitten to
1 mosquitoes
2 breed
8 the
red snow
5 discovering
that I
7 one
of herman
1 flies
2 1517
8 an
abraham without
5 isaac
an isaac
7 an
abraham throw
1 this
2 rock,
3 eternity,
from which
5 be
seen both
7 harbour
and the

of
canal,
thousands

girl

up

bridegroom
copulate
you
perhaps
said,
9  you

into
lake
the
de
portrait

Y nineteen
imagining
funeral
marching
slow

mt

liughest

—

WN =

WN =

alberni
and
of
praying
insect-dragons
will
to
greet
and
with
and
eat
I
will,
they
will
somenos
or
strait
of
fuca,
said
of
myself
a
cortege
up
the
sad
slope
albert-
edward

mantis
rise

you

you

shit

juan

eternity

aged

long
of

the
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peak
vancouver
and
muffled

from

gotterddmerung

-—

of
island
the
bands
drums
playing
an
arrangement

4

6

8

with
selections

of

Wil portrait

portrait
myself
seventeen
with
sailor
maintained
the
of
antagonism
it
its
mitigated
only
requests
pitch
or
the
in
the
the
spoke
salt-water

mother-tongue

the

WN =

WN =

WN =

of
aged
going
swimming
my
father
on
land
silence
an
SO
absolute
must
have
roots
in
by
for
for
kindling
for
mill-ends
kitchen
stove.
sea
sea
for
us
wads
my

nights
the

we

that
had

hell

— granted
for

But

the
father’s

all



sea’s
including
the
the
bay.
9 then
the
speaks
him
tongue
smooth
9 tears
for
living
the
my
hailey
9 harbour
master,
to
craft
whom

for

9 drown

WN =

WN =

languages
even
kwakiutl
dialect
saltchuk
at
Now
even
sea
for
wherever
its
reaches
rough
even
in
the
and
dead,
even
tears
for
master
mariner
lashed
his
capsized
off
the
sea
alright
but

of
chemainus

as

long
or

my

in
alfred

and

lasqueti
spoke

couldn’t

Wy ma kostash

myrna
aged

from
in
like

communist
to
tactical

re

and

recall
her
harrowingly
as
harrowingly
harrowingly
god’s
justice,
began

is

counter

tell

energized

1 recall
2 kostash
8 seventeen
rising 4
5 the
tablet 6
7 front
of 8
1 russia
2 a
8 question
on 4
5 god
the 6
7 his
accuser. 8
1 not
2 beautiful
3 now
but 4
5 young

harrowingly 6
7 someone
important’s 8

1 I
2 what
3 justice,
came 4
question?
The 6
like
a 8

up
chairs

me

milton
father

[

most
sexual

daughter —

her
words

lash




by 1 sexual sexual 1  justice?
pleasure 2  of what 2 exactly
female 3  against is 3 man’s
male 4 and iusti B
ustice 4 -a-
accelerated 5 by the 5 female : b
the 6 pain but 6
of 7 truth. pimp 7 of the
And 8 I
all 8 p
recall 9  cruel? =
her 1 smile
more 2 like
a2y 18 show
of 4 teeth
than 5 a

smile 6 I
recall 7 her
teeth 8 tiny

and
white 1 and
cruel 2 pearl
by 3  pearl
I 4 read
what 5 their
white 6 lettering
said 7 pearl
by 8  pearl
I

read 1 this:
you 2 mean
don’t 3 you
the 4 unjust
man 5  justices?
what 6  justice
has 7 the
female 8 got
but



answering john stuart mill

and
as
as
is
they
9 honourable
member
parliament
hull
of
behaviour
9 slaves
the
mankind
nature
the
9 brows
we
SO
achieved
women

schizophrenia

9 nature

-

WN =

WN =

WN =

sure
oft
women
weep
to
be
grieve,
said
of
for
concerning
the
women
and
as
great
remedy
new
and
a
towards
which
sweat
of
have
far
broken
men
a
state
and
a

it
supposed

the

subjection
their

nature’s

new
by

our

broken
of

fragmented

© pauline boote, activist, ex-potter

of
boote

of

an

compassion
consolation
has
and
about
9 hair
nail
teeth
elbow
imploding
towards
9 neither
purchase
position
with
motion

resembling

9 you

WN =

WN =

think
pauline
as
a
activist-angels
committed
errand
of
or
which
lost
its
is
bloody
it
the
fur
tongue
spit
fist
from
all
a
point
nor
but
a
magnitude
generating
a
a
labyrinth

squad
to

mercy

way
angry

angelic

foot
directions

with

of
locus

—do



speak
it
me
of
if

it
an
early
written
second

juliet
very

the
love’s

the

world’s
melancholy
its
its
and

one

agony

WN =

WN =

WN =

WN =

english
ask
and
it
in
the
glenda
jackson
were
(unknown)
play
of
between
richard
and
romeo
english
wit
labour’s
lost
passionate
sense
injustice
of
role
cupiditas
rationales
of
greed
its
agony
around

answers
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a 1 further existence 1 of god. 4
1 step abstract 1 discussions of
step 1 backward interested 1 in abstract discussions of
2 long Abstract 2 discussions of
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2 and whether 2 there is a god or not.”
< step Men 3  do not doubt the
ran 3 to 3
3 8
backward 4  quoting factual existence of god or 4 of a supreme
my 4 books 4
4 4
george 5  price power, because 5  some sort of god obviously
5 (the narrow pass, 5
5 5
as 6 follows: existed, 6  if only as the
Hutchinson, 6  London 6
6 6  “The issue
“hitherto, 7 the chief interest of pregnant mass 7 of the universe.”
1963, 7 p.117) 7
7 is whether 7 he is for or against man,
philosophers 8  and theologians 8 God
abstract 8 discussions 8
8  “Butmenaren kind or hostile, 8  or whether
9 had been wholly in the factual and logical grounds for the 9  pointed
9 of 9
9 longer 9  he simply doesn’t care.”
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